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ISAT scores and NCLB requirements continue to rise

Preliminary 2011 lllinois Standards Achievement Test (ISAT) results indicate District 15
continued to excel academically last year as the requirements of federal No Child Left BEehind
(NCLB) legislation continued to climb.

District 15's analysis of its 2011 ISAT scores indicates that the District and its schools met
approximately 87 percent (169 of 194) of their academic measures for Adequate Yearly
Progress (AYP) toward NCLB's goals, and 95 percent (406 of 431) of their total AYP
measures.

‘Overall, we are pleased with our progress toward making AYP, especially now that the
requirements for doing so are escalating so quickly,” said Mary Zarr, assistant superintendent
for curriculum, special services, and school improvement.

NCLB's goal is for all students to meet or exceed standards in reading and mathematics by
2014. So each year the state calculates a school's adequate yearly progress toward that goal
to determine if students are improving their performance. lllinois continues to raise its AYP
target 7.5 percentage points each year. For instance, in 2011, lllinois” AYP target climbed from
a requirement that 77.5 percent of all students and all qualifying demographic subgroups meet
or exceed state standards in reading and math, to a requirement that 85 percent do so.

According to the 2011 ISAT results, 15 of the District's 19 reporting school's made AYP in
reading while 16 did so in math. In all, 85.7 percent of the District's students are meeting or
exceeding state standards in reading while 96.1 percent are meeting or exceeding them in
math.

Mrs. Zarr presented these preliminary results to the Board of Education during its August 10
meeting, and noted two specific highlights from this year's report. First, the District made AYP
in its Limited English Proficiency (LEP) subgroup for the first time since the 2006-07 school
year. LEP students must take the same test in English as other students even if their ACCESS
scores indicate they are not yet proficient in English.
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“‘We are extremely proud of this achievement, as this is an area we have focused on as a
District for a very long time,” said Mrs. Zarr, offering her congratulations to Cheryl Wolfel,
Ed.D., the District's director of second language programs, and to the teaching staff across the
District.

Mrs. Zarr also congratulated the staff at Thomas Jefferson School, who raised reading
achievement across the board in every category. In 2010, the school’s Hispanic, LEP, and
economically disadvantaged subgroups did not make AYP in reading. In 2011, the school
made AYP in those categories, increasing the number of students in those three subgroups
who met or exceeded state reading standards by 15.2, 17.5, and 11.9 percentage points,
respectively.

“They put together an extremely strong plan of action to accommodate the needed
interventions, and that resulted in huge gains for all of the subgroups,” Mary said.

When the complete 2011 lllinois School Report Cards for District 15 and its schools are
available from the state later this fall, they will be posted on the District's website,
www.ccsd15.net.

For more information, contact Mary Zarr, assistant superintendent for curriculum, special
services, and school improvement, at 847-963-3106 or zarrm@ccsd15.net.
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School supplies available for families in need

Moare than 1,000 children in the District have received beginning-of-year school supplies through the generous
donations of a variety of local programs.

While the number of donations from these programs has slightly decreased since last year, economic conditions
have remained dire for many District 15 families that need free school supplies. Paul Budin, social work services
coordinator, is hopeful, though, that the District can meet the needs of its students by carefully distributing this
influx of donated supplies.

Palatine Township provided the most supplies for District 15 students through its Apple Tree Campaign. Each
spring, Palatine Township pre-registers children to receive their fall school supplies through the Apple Tree
Campaign. The township works with school social workers to identify which families need help purchasing
supplies, the cost of which may range from $25 to $60 or more at the outset of the school year.

This year, more than 500 District 15 families of just less than 950 students signed up.

Once the township has collected and distributed schoaol supplies to these families, leftover supplies are given to
the District, and, upon request, are available for school staff to distribute to students in need while supplies last.
This year, the township also gave a generous donation from its Needy Family Fund to help the District purchase
additional supplies later in the year after certain items become depleted.

While Palatine Township’s Apple Tree Campaign is the District's largest donator of school supplies, it is not the
District's only contributor.

The AT&T Pioneers’ “Tools for Leamning: Backpacks” program has again provided the District with more than 75
backpacks filled with supplies appropriate for kindergarten through sixth-grade students. Also, the Rabine Paving
Foundation and the Hoffman Estates Chamber of Commerce both donated boxes of school supplies this summer,
and the Hoffman Estates Chamber of Commerce donated $100 gift cards for Frank C. Whiteley and Thomas
Jefferson Schools to use for further school supply purchases. Additionally, the District continues to receive
anonymous donations and occasional contributions from students whao've chosen to donate school supplies
purchased with their own money.

For more information, contact Paul Budin, social work coordinator, at 847-963-3159 or budinp@ccsdi5.net, or
Chris Mann, social work secretary, at 847-963-3158 or mannc@ccsdis.net.
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REMINDER: Health exams required for some students

New physical exams and immunization records are required for all kindergarten and sixth-
grade students, as well as those who are new to the school they are attending.

The exam form, completed and signed by a doctor, must be dated within one year prior to
the first day of school and must include a diabetes screening and lead screening for children
who are 6 years old or younger. A tuberculosis (TB) skin test is recommended. The
parent/guardian completes and signs the Health History section of the form.

In accordance with lllinois’ student health requirements, such students who do not provide new
physical exams and immunization records by October 15 will be not be permitted to attend

classes.

For more information, contact Susan Arndt, coordinator of health services and occupational
and physical therapy services, at 847-963-3151 or arndf@ccsd15.net, or visit
www.ccsd15.net | Our Services | Health Services | Required Health Exams and Immunization

Recording.
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